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of service. I am extremely proud to call Rob-
ert Ingram a friend.’’

On that battlefield so many years ago, Rob-
ert Ingram performed truly heroic deeds,
and asked for nothing in return. At long last,
it is time to honor him.

Mr. Ingram, on behalf of all Americans,
we thank you for your service, for your cour-
age, for your determination, for your loyalty
to comrades and country. We are all proud
to call you an American. Hillary and I are
proud that you are in the White House with
us today, and I am very proud to award you
the Medal of Honor.

Major Everhart, read the citation.

[At this point, Maj. Carlton Everhart, USAF,
Air Force Aide to the President, read the cita-
tion, and Lt. Comdr. Wes Huey, USN, Naval
Aide to the President, assisted the President
in presenting the medal.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Rear Adm. A. Byron
Holderby, USN, Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Navy,
who offered the invocation.

Statement on Senate Action on
Higher Education Reauthorization
Legislation
July 10, 1998

The bill passed last night by the Senate
will help my effort to usher more Americans
through the doors of higher education, doors
we have opened wide since 1993. There are
still serious fiscal and policy issues that need
to be resolved, and I am committed to work-
ing with Congress to do that. But I am
pleased that the Senate bill endorses the
new, low interest rate for student loans that
I proposed, to save students $11 billion; im-
proves teacher recruitment and training pro-
vided by our colleges; takes important steps
in response to my call for colleges to help
children at high-poverty schools prepare for
and attend college; expands access to quality
distance learning technologies; and creates
what would be the Government’s first per-
formance-based organization, an innovation
recommended by our reinventing Govern-
ment effort.

Joint Statement on United States-
Polish Relations

July 10, 1998

President Bill Clinton and Prime Minister
Jerzy Buzek of Poland met today at the
White House to discuss Poland’s anticipated
entry into NATO, common efforts to advance
regional cooperation in Central and Eastern
Europe and steps to deepen the close bilat-
eral relations between the United States and
Poland. Vice President Gore met separately
with the Prime Minister earlier today and
hosted a luncheon for the Prime Minister,
his delegation and members of the Polish-
American community.

The President and Prime Minister Buzek
stressed the paramount importance of the
U.S. Senate vote on NATO enlargement.
They welcomed Poland’s entry into the Alli-
ance. Prime Minister Buzek declared that
this step will fulfill the aspirations of the Pol-
ish people to belong to the Transatlantic
community, guaranteeing the security of a
sovereign and democratic Poland. President
Clinton responded that Poland’s member-
ship in the Atlantic Alliance will advance the
interests of the American people in a secure,
undivided Europe. Both leaders agreed that
NATO is the essential foundation of trans-
atlantic security and reaffirmed their support
for NATO’s ‘‘open door’’ policy for aspiring
new members, as an indispensable instru-
ment to strengthening stability and eliminat-
ing the old dividing lines in Europe.

President Clinton expressed strong sup-
port for Poland’s strides in building ties with
its neighbors and efforts to promote stability,
democracy, and free market economics
throughout Central and Eastern Europe.
The two leaders discussed efforts already
under way to establish trilateral economic co-
operation among the United States, Poland
and Ukraine, as well as Poland’s efforts to
establish peacekeeping battalions with
Ukraine and Lithuania. They resolved that,
as allies, they should expand such common
efforts to strengthen democracy and regional
stability.
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The President applauded Poland’s active
role as Chairman-in-Office of the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) and thanked Prime Minister Buzek
for Poland’s strong contribution to the inter-
national effort to create stability in the
Former Yugoslavia. He particularly praised
Poland’s participation in both IFOR and
SFOR in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

President Clinton praised Poland for the
bold, free-market reforms it has pioneered
since 1989 as proof that the legacies of com-
munism can be overcome. Prime Minister
Buzek expressed profound gratitude for the
American assistance provided during the dif-
ficult early years of its free market trans-
formation. The leaders noted that Polish ef-
fort and sacrifice combined with United
States assistance has produced several impor-
tant successes in the transformation of the
Polish economy. They noted particularly that:

Poland’s progress in banking reform en-
abled the 10 contributing governments to au-
thorize release to Poland in April of the $450
million ($221 million U.S.) they had contrib-
uted to the Polish Bank Privatization Fund,
set up in 1992.

The Polish-American Enterprise Fund
(PAEF) has used $257 million provided by
the U.S. government for capital and technical
assistance to great effect in supporting the
emergence of Poland’s vibrant, free market
economy. The two leaders discussed the fu-
ture of the PAEF. They agreed that final dis-
position of the PAEF’s assets can be achieved
in ways that further enhance Polish-Amer-
ican relations and advance our mutual inter-
ests in building a prosperous and democratic
Europe.

The remaining U.S. government assistance
is now being used to help the Polish govern-
ment to continue this transformation in a
number of critical areas, including local gov-
ernment and pension reform.

Given Poland’s remarkable progress and
integration into the competitive global econ-
omy, both governments took note of the new
phase in our economic relationship based on
investment, trade and other forms of co-
operation, with private sectors in the lead.
Both governments pledged to take steps to
help bolster mutually beneficial trade and in-
vestment, noting that the U.S. is already the

leading foreign investor in Poland. The U.S.
Under Secretary of State for Economic, Busi-
ness and Agricultural Affairs will visit War-
saw soon to develop this bilateral consultative
mechanism on economic issues in Polish-
American relations.

Poland and the United States welcomed
their intense and regular bilateral dialogue
in other areas as well. They noted the accom-
plishments of our Bilateral Working Group
on Defense Matters and agreed to continue
to use this as a key mechanism to prepare
Poland for full integration into NATO’s mili-
tary structures. They also agreed to hold reg-
ular consultations on regional and global
issues.

Both governments will work to increase
cooperation on law enforcement. As part of
this effort, the United States will work with
Poland to conduct cooperative prosecutor
and police training in Poland and regionally
to strengthen our ability to combat
transnational crime. The United States ap-
plauds Poland’s efforts to develop a Polish
International Training Center for Specialist
Police Forces which will serve an important
role in regional efforts to combat crime.

The United States and Poland welcome
the enlargement of the European Union as
an essential step in completing construction
of a Europe that is truly whole and free. The
United States supports timely accession of
Poland to the EU and looks forward to Po-
land’s early and active participation in the
Transatlantic Dialogues. Both governments
pledge their support for the further develop-
ment of transatlantic cooperation beneficial
for all countries involved.

The President also recognized Poland’s
considerable contributions to multilateral
peacekeeping efforts around the world and
announced the U.S. Government’s readiness
to use the Enhanced International Peace-
keeping Capabilities Initiative (EIPC) to fur-
ther develop Poland’s already strong capabili-
ties in this area. The President expressed ap-
preciation for Poland’s participation in the
international coalition which pressed the
Iraqi government to comply with UNSC res-
olutions, as well as day-to-day representation
of U.S. interests in Baghdad. The two leaders
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expressed their determination to work to-
gether with other interested parties to pro-
mote diplomatic resolution to this continuing
challenge to stability in the Persian Gulf.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 3
In the late evening, the President and Hil-

lary and Chelsea Clinton traveled to Elmen-
dorf Air Force Base, AK, and Washington,
DC, arriving early the next morning.

July 6
The President announced his intention to

nominate Kathryn Dee Robinson to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Ghana.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ruby Butler DeMesme as Assist-
ant Secretary of the Air Force for Manpower,
Reserve Affairs, Installations and Environ-
ment.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Patrick T. Henry to be Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Manpower and Re-
serve Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Carolyn H. Becraft as Assistant
Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Re-
serve Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles F. Kartman for the rank
of Ambassador during his tenure of service
as Special Envoy for the Korean Peace Talks.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Philip Condit, Lodewijk J.R. de Vink,
Gary DiCamillo, John P. Manning, Ernest
Micek, and Jonathan Tisch to be members
of the President’s Export Council.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ambassador Richard Henry Jones

to be Ambassador to the Republic of
Kazakhstan.

The President announced that he has ac-
cepted an invitation from President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia to meet in Russia in early
September.

July 7
The President declared a major disaster in

New York and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and flooding be-
ginning June 25 and continuing.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Linda Chavez-Thompson as a mem-
ber of the President’s Committee on Em-
ployment of People with Disabilities.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Thomas K. Thomas to serve as a
member of the Board of Trustees of the
Christopher Columbus Fellowship Founda-
tion.

The President announced his intention to
nominate D. Bambi Kraus to serve as a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of the Institute
of American Indian and Alaska Native Cul-
ture and Arts Development.

July 8
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Arlington, VA. Later, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Simon Ferro to be Ambassador to
the Republic of Panama.

The President announced the nomination
of David Gordon Carpenter to be Assistant
Secretary of State for Diplomatic Security
and Director of the Office of Foreign Mis-
sions, with the Rank of Ambassador.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Eugene A. Conti, Jr., to serve as
Assistant Secretary for Domestic Transpor-
tation Policy at the Department of Transpor-
tation.

July 9
In the morning, the President traveled to

Atlanta, GA. In the afternoon, he traveled
to Daytona, FL.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Miami, FL, and later, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC, arriving after midnight.
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